This book is produced to provide a brief handbook for trainees, covering a wide range of anaesthetic topics. It has been set out in alphabetical format, and is intended to be used as a reference for common practical problems rather than a comprehensive textbook of anaesthesia.
There are some appealing features to this book. It is relatively easy to read, and fairly easy to find particular subjects. There are some good "lists" in some topics, always useful for exam preparation. There is an abundance of text but relatively few diagrams or tables.
However it suffers from some limitations. Coverage of some subjects appears very limited, for example the section on "Children and Anaesthetics" only uses half a page, and the section on "Obstetrics" took only two pages, while some fairly uncommon situations, such as anaesthesia for Jehovah's Witness patients have similar amounts of information devoted to them. Some of the referencing seems patchy and in parts, dated. Furthermore, the tone of the book seems to suggest that it could be appropriately used as a guide for junior trainees to take on some complicated problems with very little input from more senior colleagues. This is a concern in a book prepared for our junior workforce.
Finally, there are tidbits of trivia and anecdote, which while making the reading more pleasant (and I learnt a few tricks I hadn't heard before), may prove a distraction for a junior.
Overall the book would have fairly limited appeal as a handbook of this type. I feel there are others of more value I would recommend to my registrars.
E 0020-5907. This volume of International Anesthesiology Clinics consists of nine chapters. The first four chapters discuss the preoperative assessment of coagulation disorders including the place of thromboelastography and conclude with a brief synopsis of the question of major regional anaesthesia and anticoagulation. The following two chapters discuss the ventilation of asthmatic patients including the use of non-invasive positive pressure ventilation and the topic of the abdominal compartment syndrome. The final three chapters examine the aetiology and treatment of perioperative renal failure, including the use of "renal dose" dopamine and questions some of the long held myths about the prevention of renal failure.
There is quite a variation in the usefulness of the different chapters. Most contain reasonable overviews of the topics but some, particularly that on continuous renal replacement therapy, are overlong and contain irrelevant detail. Other chapters such as that on regional anaesthesia and anticoagulation are quite brief and contain no new information.
The emphasis of the book would make it more suitable for an intensivist rather than an anaesthetist. However it may be too basic for an intensivist whilst containing too much detail for an anaesthetist. At the price I could not recommend it for a personal library but it may be suitable for a department library particularly a combined anaesthesia and intensive care department.
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